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CORONAVIRUS — STATE RECOVERY PLAN 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.05 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of the government’s 
approach to leading and organising the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. We have already invested more 
than $1.8 billion in measures to support households and businesses through this crisis. However, we want to return 
this state to a proper level of economic activity as it becomes safe to do so. As members are aware, on 15 April 2020, 
I announced the appointment of a state recovery controller, Sharyn O’Neill, Public Sector Commissioner, to develop, 
coordinate and oversee the recovery process. She has been working with ministers, directors general and key 
stakeholders, as well as being part of the national cabinet meetings. Although we know the immediate impacts of 
the pandemic and are already acting to mitigate them, the next steps of our recovery efforts will be a range of 
consultations with business, industry, not for profits, unions, the public sector, local governments and the community 
for their insight on issues, challenges and ideas. This will inform the state recovery plan and help bring forward 
any immediate actions we can implement. 
Given the complexity of the pandemic, recovery will be state-led through a partnership with the aforementioned sectors. 
Cooperation will occur across the three levels of government—national, state and local. Recovery will be driven 
through five recovery areas: health, the economy and infrastructure, social, industry and the regions. Each area will 
have a clear focus, with articulated impacts and action plans. There will also be interdependencies. Directors general 
will lead the work streams in each of the recovery areas across relevant departments and with relevant stakeholders. 
In a situation as complex as this pandemic, recovery efforts will not be linear. Planning and implementation will 
also not be linear; they will move at different speeds in different areas. The plan will not be a static document. It 
will be revised and added to as we get more information and priorities shift in line with health, economic and social 
circumstances. But what will not change is the government’s commitment to getting this state back on its feet. 
The challenge is before us now. I have no doubt it will be hard. It will take time. It will not be a straight line. But 
we have a way forward and I have every confidence that we can do this together. Together we can rise to the 
challenge and support each other, as we move along the road to recovery. 
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